
Academic Expectations Related to Student Conduct

In order to encourage and foster academic excellence, the University expects
students to conduct themselves in accordance with certain generally accepted norms of
scholarship and professional behaviors. Because of this expectation, the University does
not condone any form of academic misconduct.

Academic misconduct includes but is not limited to plagiarism, cheating,
fabrication, and knowingly or recklessly encouraging or making possible any act of
plagiarism, cheating, or fabrication. Academic misconduct is an unacceptable activity in
scholarship and is in conflict with academic and professional ethics and morals.
Consequently, students who are judged to have engaged in some form of academic
misconduct may be subject to
(1) a zero or an "F" on the work in question,
(2) an "F" in the course,
(3) other academic penalties as outlined in the professor's course requirements and

expectations,
(4) disciplinary action as specified in the Sanctions for Misconduct section below, or
(5) any combination thereof.

Procedural due process,including the right to appeal, is to be followed in making a
determination of whether academic misconduct has occurred.   Generally, a student's
intentions will not be the primary consideration in the determination of whether academic
misconduct has occurred. A student's intentions will usually be considered only during
the process of deciding on the appropriate sanctions or penalties.

Plagiarism is the act of appropriating the written, artistic, or musical composition
of another, or portions thereof; or the ideas, language, or symbols of same and passing
them off as the product of one's own mind. Plagiarism includes not only the exact
duplication of another's work, but also the lifting of a substantial or essential portion
thereof.

Regarding written work in particular, direct quotations, statements which are the
result of paraphrasing or summarizing the work of another, and other information which
is not considered common knowledge must be cited or acknowledged, usually in the form
of a footnote. Quotation marks or a proper form of indentation shall be used to indicate
all direct quotations.  As long as a student adequately acknowledges his/her sources and
as long as there is no reason to believe that the student has attempted to pose as the
originator, the student will not be charged with plagiarism even though the form of the
acknowledgment may be unacceptable. However, students should be aware that most
professors require certain forms of acknowledgment and some may evaluate a project on
the basis of form.

Cheating is the act of using or attempting to use, in examination or other academic work,
material, information, or study aids which are not permitted by the instructor. Cheating
includes, but is not limited to: Using books, notes, or calculators or copying from or
conversing with others during an examination (unless such external aids are permitted by



the instructor); having someone else do research, write papers, or take examinations;
doing research, writing papers, or taking examinations for someone else; submitting large
portions of the same work as part of the academic work for more than one course (unless
such submission is permitted by the instructor).

Fabrication is the invention of material or its source and its use as an authority in
academic work. Fabrication includes, but is not limited to: inventing the data for a
scientific experiment; inventing the title and author of a publication in order to use the
invented publication as a source; or knowingly attributing material to an incorrect source.


