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INTRODUCTION

The Kid Culture Institute will examine the ways a students’ cultural interests, 
assumptions, and values differ from the adult culture of their teachers and parents. 
The Institute will be an opportunity for teachers to decenter themselves, listen to 
students, other teachers and scholars who have asked similar questions and find 
new ways of interacting in the classroom.

“What do kids like and adults misunderstand?”

“What is the role of social media in a kid’s life?”

“What music, art, fashions and fads are popular and why?” 

“ What stresses and tensions do our children experience that may be  
invisible to the adults in their lives?”



TUESDAY, JUNE 13  (Workshops marked with an * will be offered on multiple days)

8:00–8:30 CHECK-IN AND COFFEE SERVICE

8:30–8:45 INTRODUCTION
Connie Stewart
Gunter Auditorium (Gunt 1720) 

9:00–10:00 Keynote Presentation: Sitting at the Children’s Table:  
Kid Culture and Art Education
Christine Marmé Thompson
Gunter Auditorium (Gunt 1720) 

BREAK 15 MINUTES  

10:15–11:00 Student 
Connection: 
A Balancing 
Act Between 
Empathy and 
Expectation* 
William Ecker
Guggenheim 
201

Marketing, 
Media, Gender, 
and Youth 
Culture 
Kris Heintz- 
Nelson
Guggenheim 
001

Art Workshop: 
Alternative 
Photographic 
Process for the 
Everyday Art 
Room
Janet 
McGlaughlin 
Arts Annex 103

Art Workshop: 
Using 
Appropriated 
Images 
to Create 
Stencils*
Jared Butler
Crabbe 202

BREAK 15 MINUTES

11:15–12:00 Questions 
for a Group 
of Former 
Students and 
Not Quite 
Adults
Almost, Maine
Gunter 1150

Graphic 
Dialogues: 
Meeting at 
the Borders of 
Kid’s Culture
Christine Marmé 
Thompson
Crabbe 206

12:00–1:30 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN/ TEAM PLANNING

1:30–3:00 Elementary School 
Student Panel
(1:30-2:10)
Gunter 1720

Big Ideas for High School Units 
UNC Art Education Students
Gunter 1150

BREAK 5 MINUTES

Making Art that is 
Personal: Gregg Deal
(2:15-3:00)
Gunter 2520

BREAK 15 MINUTES

3:15–4:00 Closing Performance: Almost, Maine: Unplugged 
Garden Theatre (Gunter 1720 in case of rain)

4:00–5:00 The Vitality of Water Jen Fogarty: Gallery Opening and Artist Talk (4:30) 
Oak Room Gallery, Crabbe Hall



KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  
CHRISTINE MARMÉ THOMPSON
Keynote Speech: Sitting at the Children’s Table:  
Kid Culture and Art Education
What is kids’ culture? Where does it come from? How does it 
evolve? What does it tell us about the relationships between 
adults and children, about adults’ images of children and the 
ways that children select and reject, modify and manipulate 
the visual and material culture that surrounds them? How are 
kids’ imaginations revealed and nourished by the worlds we 
make available to them? How does kids’ culture matter in  
arts education?

Workshop: Graphic Dialogues:  
Meeting at the Borders of Kid’s Culture
Inviting children’s culture into the classroom helps us to 
learn from and about our students: Explore drawing practices 
focused on content that reflects children’s interests and ideas 
while building imaginative worlds.

Bio: Christine Marmé Thompson is a professor in the 
School of Visual Arts at Penn State, affiliate faculty in the 
Rock Ethics Institute, and currently Professor in Charge of 
the Art Education program. Tina earned her Ph.D. in art 
education at The University of Iowa in 1985, and taught at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign from 1985-
2001. Her research focuses on issues of children’s culture and 
art learning, with particular attention to the social contexts 
of early childhood art. She is co-editor, with Christopher M. 
Schulte, of Communities of Practice: Art, Play and Aesthetics, 
forthcoming in 2017; with Liora Bresler, of The Arts in 
Children’s Lives: Context, Culture, and Curriculum (2002); 
editor of The Visual Arts and Early Childhood Learning (1997); 
and a section editor and contributor to The International 
Handbook of Research in Arts Education (2007). Her writings 
have also appeared in national and international journals in 
art and early childhood education, and in numerous edited 
collections. She is the recipient of the Marilyn Zurmuehlen 
Award from the Seminar for Research in Art Education 
(1994); the Mary Rouse Award (1995) and the June King 
McFee Award (2005) from the Women’s Caucus in Art 
Education; and the Lowenfeld Award from the National Art 
Education Association in 2013. In 2015, Professor Thompson 
was invited to present the annual Studies in Art Education 
lecture at NAEA, on her studies of children’s culture in  
art education.

TUESDAY, JUNE 13



WORKSHOP PRESENTERS AND ARTISTS

JARED BUTLER
Workshop: Using Appropriated Images to Create Stencils
We will create street art style stencils using appropriated 
imagery from mass media sources. We will focus on simple 
deconstruction of imagery to generate an artwork that can be 
reproduced easily and at a rapid pace.

Bio: Jared Butler studied Art Education at the University of 
Northern Colorado. After graduating, Jared began working at 
University Schools in Greeley Colorado teaching 6th, 7th, and 
8th graders the wonders of art. When Jared is not teaching 
he is working out of his home studio in Greeley creating 
utilitarian ceramics with a “pop culture twist.” Jared uses 
influences from retro video games, comics, Pokemon, and 
street art in his teaching and artwork. Jared has shown his 
work in multiple establishments around Northern Colorado, 
and has recently began selling work at the Comic shops along 
the Front Range. 

ALMOST, MAINE
Workshop: Questions for a Group of Former Students and 
Not Quite Adults
All of us in Almost, Maine were in high school not so long ago 
and we know what it’s like to be a misunderstood student. We 
hope to bring forth insight through a small talk about what 
our lives were like in high school and beginning college as 
well as answer any questions anyone may have from a group 
of former students who haven’t fully grown up.

Performance: Almost, Maine: Unplugged
An acoustic performance by Almost, Maine.

Bio: Almost, Maine is an Alternative Pop-Rock band from 
Denver, Colorado.



GREGG DEAL
Workshop: Making Art that is Personal
In an effort to make art that carries your voice, you must 
be able to make work that is wholeheartedly personal. In 
this workshop, we will work on some processes that make 
it easy to make work that is personal as a stepping stone to 
discovering your voice.

Bio: Gregg Deal is a husband, a father, an artist and a member 
of the Paiute Tribe of Pyramid Lake. As a provocative 
contemporary artist/activist, much of Gregg’s work deals with 
indigenous identity and pop culture, touching on issues of 
race relations, historical consideration, and stereotype. Within 
this work—including paintings, mural work, and print 
work—Gregg critically examines issues within Indian country 
such as decolonization, the mascot issue (local and across the 
US), and appropriation. He has recently finished as Native 
Arts Artist-in-Residence at the Denver Art Museum.

WILLIAM ECKER
Workshop: Student Connection: A Balancing Act between  
Empathy and Expectation 
A discussion of how to build relationships with secondary 
students grades 6-12 through vulnerability and strength. 
Anecdotal stories from life as a choir and band director as  
well as a presentation of research supporting how to use 
empathy and expectation in the classroom.

Bio: William Ecker is a Choir director at Fort Collins High 
School and has been teaching for 9 years. He recently received 
his Masters in Music Education and Choral Conducting from 
the University of Northern Colorado. He has given numerous 
lectures on student connection at Chapters of the American 
Choral Directors Association as well as the Colorado Music 
Educator Association Conference in Colorado Springs. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENT PANEL 

Students in 2nd through 5th grade will share their perspectives, 
experiences, and insight on a variety of topics. Participants 
will be interviewed by Dr. Connie Stewart. Questions asked 
will be generated around the focus of “What do kids get 
and adults don’t understand?” The goal of the panels is to 
encourage dialogue and reflection for adults working  
with youth. 
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KRIS HEINTZ NELSON
Workshop: Marketing, Media, Gender, and Youth Culture
Investigate the impact contemporary visual culture and  
media representation have on the construction of youth 
identity. This workshop will provide resources to enhance 
your classroom teaching. 

Bio: Kris currently coordinates the First-Year Foundations 
Program, and teaches Drawing 1, 2D Design and Art 
Appreciation for UNC. Her current research interests 
include incorporating the foundations of semiotics 
and phenomenology into her curriculum, utilizing the 
communicative power of visual art to help students 
understand how themes, metaphors, and context  
affect meaning.

JANET MCGLAUGHLIN
Workshop: Alternative Photographic Process for the  
Everyday Art Room  
In this hands-on workshop we will explore products, process, 
and ideas that allow you to blend current technology with 
the traditional photographic process of cyanotype printing. 
Together we will create cyanotype prints and brainstorm ways 
to bring this idea to your art and teaching practice.

Bio: Janet McGlaughlin is an artist and educator whose work 
focuses on themes of female identity, self, and play. She 
graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts with an emphasis in 
drawing from Texas State University, followed by a Masters 
of Fine Art with emphasis in photography from Claremont 
Graduate University. She has taught at the university level, 
and recently received her certification to teach K-12 Art from 
University of Northern Colorado. Janet also teaches traditional 
photographic processes to middle school and high school 
students at Windsor Charter Academy in Windsor, CO.

BIG IDEAS FOR HIGH SCHOOL UNITS
UNC Student Presentations

Graduate and Undergraduate students from UNC’s Art 
Education program will provide “Big Ideas”, resources 
and lesson suggestions as frameworks for critical analysis 
of current social issues. The Big Ideas will include 
“Communication”, “Erasure”, “Loss and Desire” and  
“Words and Graffiti”.



WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14  (Workshops marked with an * will be offered on multiple days)

8:00–8:30 CHECK-IN AND COFFEE SERVICE

8:30–8:45 INTRODUCTION
Connie Stewart
Gunter Auditorium (Gunter 1720)

9:00–10:00 Keynote Presentation: Innovating Gang Violence Prevention with  
Qualitative Analysis and Natural Language Processing Tools
Desmond Upton Patton
Gunter Auditorium (Gunter 1720)

BREAK 15 MINUTES

10:15–11:00 Organized 
Movement 
for the High 
School Student
Kayleigh Hicks & 
Doug Farr
Crabbe 305

A Community 
Discussion 
on the Power 
of Creative 
Education
Youth On Record
Guggenheim 
201

Xochiniltia—
Planting a Seed: 
Empowering 
Youth Through 
Art 
Kristina  
Bad Hand & 
LeRoy Saiz
Gunter 1150

Art Workshop: 
Using 
Appropriated 
Images 
to Create 
Stencils 
Jared Butler
Crabbe 202

BREAK 15 MINUTES

11:15–12:00 Kid Culture 
Resource 
Packet* 
CIAE Staff
Guggenheim 
001

Roots of 
Trauma: 
What Social 
Media can 
Tell us about 
Trauma and 
Loss Among 
Youth in Urban 
Settings 
Desmond Upton 
Patton
Gunter 1720

Think, Imagine: 
Rocks and 
Charms* 
Jesse Bott
Rachael Delaney, 
Christy Loehr, 
Guggenheim 201

12:00–1:30 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN/ TEAM PLANNING

1:30–3:00 Middle School  
Student Panel
Gunter 1720

Teasing out the Genius  
in Students 
Barth Quenzer
Gunter 2520

BREAK 15 MINUTES

3:15–4:00 Closing Performance: Youth On Record: Creative Soul 
Gunter 1720



KEYNOTE SPEAKER: DESMOND UPTON PATTON
Keynote: Innovating Gang Violence Prevention with Qualitative 
Analysis and Natural Language Processing Tools
Firearm violence continues to be a serious public health 
problem in the United States. Recent research indicates 
that victimization and perpetration of firearm violence are 
exacerbated by social media use and “Internet banging”. 
Violence prevention and intervention strategies, however, 
exclude social media as a risk factor, and there are few 
tools available to community-based organizations for early 
detection of social media content that may be threatening. 
Professor Patton will address this critical gap, present his 
prototype study in which his research team developed a 
natural language processing (NLP) system. It integrates 
qualitative analysis and machine learning to automatically 
identify Internet banging. He will discuss implications for 
reducing firearm violence using social media.

Workshop: Roots of Trauma: What Social Media can Tell us  
about Trauma and Loss Among Youth in Urban Settings
This workshop will examine youth social media engagement, 
with a focus on social media as a method to help cope with 
trauma and loss, engage with peers in a safe setting, and as an 
emotional outlet.

Bio: Dr. Desmond Upton Patton is an assistant professor at 
the Columbia School of Social Work and a Faculty Affiliate 
of the Social Intervention Group (SIG) and the Data Science 
Institute. His research utilizes qualitative and computational 
data collection methods to examine how and why youth and 
gang violence, trauma, grief and identity are expressed on 
social media and the real world impact they have on well-
being for low-income youth of color.
Dr. Patton’s research has been discussed on several media 
outlets, and was most recently cited in a U.S. Supreme Court 
case. Before coming to Columbia in July of 2015, Dr. Patton 
was an assistant professor at the University of Michigan 
School of Social Work and School of Information. He received 
a BA in Anthropology and Political Science, with honors, from 
the University of North Carolina-Greensboro, MSW from the 
University of Michigan School of Social Work and PhD in 
Social Service Administration from the University of Chicago.
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KRISTINA BAD HAND AND LEROY SAIZ

Workshop: Xochiniltia—Planting A Seed:  
Empowering our Youth Through Art
This workshop will focus on the use of Indigenous 
Educational models within the classroom. Participants will 
gain insight into the practices that take place in creating a 
learning environment that allows for students to reflect on 
their cultural backgrounds as a source of strength. 

Bios:
Kristina Bad Hand is originally from Taos, New Mexico, 
and is a professional graphic design artist. She is Sicangu 
Lakota and Cherokee and is an enrolled member of the 
Rosebud Sioux tribe of South Dakota. She currently serves her 
community as a community liaison with Jeffco Public Schools 
in their Title VI Indian Education Program. She also sits on 
the City of Denver’s American Indian Commission.

LeRoy Saiz is originally from Atlixco, New Mexico, a 
neighborhood in the Albuquerque’s south valley. His family 
is from Llano Quemado in northern New Mexico, Bernalillo, 
New Mexico, and Mexico. Mr. Saiz is an alumni of Colorado 
State University where he earned an M.A. in Ethnic Studies. 
He received a B.A. from Metropolitan State University of 
Denver in Political Science. He has served the Jeffco American 
Indian community through the Title VI Indian Education 
Program for 10 years and hopes to continue this work as a 
promoter of education, culture, and health.

WORKSHOP PRESENTERS AND ARTISTS
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JESSE BOTT, RACHAEL DELANEY AND CHRISTY LOEHR

Workshop: Think, Imagine: Rocks and Charms
How can we support students as they cultivate their craft 
while simultaneously ensuring that our teaching does not 
inhibit their aesthetic decisions? This workshop will focus 
on inquiry-based open-ended processes that consider the 
authenticity of child artifacts as evidence of meaning making. 
Presenters will share instructional practices that use inquiry 
and indirect instruction so that student can establish their 
own personal visual literacy and not just emulate existing 
works of art. 

Bios:
Jesse Bott is a Visual Arts teacher at Sixth Avenue Elementary 
School in Aurora Colorado. Jesse spent his first four years 
at Monaco Elementary School in Adams 14 School District 
where, in his first year of teaching, received the Rookie of 
the Year award from the Colorado Art Education Association. 
He received his BFA in drawing and Licensure in K-12 Art 
Education at Metropolitan State University of Denver. He is a 
strong proponent of valuing the power of the inception and 
ideation process and fostering the evolution of  
student thought.

Rachael Delaney is an Associate Professor at Metropolitan 
State University of Denver in the Area of Art Education. 
Rachael began her career in education in 1998 at the K-12 
level. She has taught in Boston, New York City, Seattle and 
Boulder. Her work as an artist, researcher and educator is 
directly influenced by her experiences in the classroom. 
Through her presentations both regionally and nationally 
Rachael provides an alternative framework for bringing 
contemporary art practices and works of art into the K-12  
art classroom.

Christy Loehr is as a self-proclaimed art teacher nerd, with 
18 years of experience in the elementary art setting. To all her 
young students, she is known as “the old woman who lives in 
a shoe”. And her older students know her as a Hogwarts Alum 
from Ravenclaw house. Her classroom is a fun and magical art 
experience for grades pre-K through five.



KAYLEIGH HICKS AND DOUG FARR
Workshop: Organized Movement for the High School Student
Teachers will learn and experience what it is like to be 
a student in an organized movement setting, and will 
participate in activities to engage thinking of “what do I 
wish my teacher would consider for me personally in class?” 
Participants will take a dance workshop to see the invisible 
tensions that are important to consider as a leader.

Bios:  
Kayleigh Hicks recently graduated from Greeley Central 
High School. Kayleigh also recently finished an internship this 
year at her dance studio, A Dance Place and will be teaching 
dance classes next fall. She will be attending the University of 
Northern Colorado to study psychology and minor in dance 
and music, to further her interest and love.

Doug Farr: Currently starting his 9th year teaching Band at 
Greeley Central High School. Doug has taught band for 18 
years in Utah, Nevada and Colorado and currently resides in 
Johnstown,Co with his wife and 5 kids. Doug also led a semi 
secret dance life in high school in the late 80s. Doug was a 
member of the Utah Express clogging team and won several 
regional and national awards including first runner up at the 
Hee-Haw International clogging championships at the Grand 
Ole Opry stage in Nashville, TN.

BARTH QUENZER
Workshop: Teasing out the Genius in Students
This presentation focuses on the task of “teasing out the 
genius” aptitude in elementary students. Using action  
research as a method of qualitative inquiry, the workshop 
takes a narrative approach towards understanding the 
developmental strengths in students, and how these strengths 
can inform pedagogy, curriculum and assessment practices.

Bio: Barth Quenzer is the Visual Arts Instructional Curriculum 
Specialist at Denver Public Schools, doctoral student at the 
University of Denver, and adjunct instructor at the University 
of Northern Colorado. He advocates for a transformation 
of our classrooms into learning laboratories where student-
directed ideas are the focus of the curriculum. Barth believes 
a 21st century learning environment would be an ecosystem 
for ideas, the playground for the imagination. In this way, he 
sees schools becoming spaces of ingenuity, and teachers and 
students become creative agents for social change.
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YOUTH ON RECORD
Youth On Record is a music education organization based 
in Denver, Colorado. Running a Youth Media Studio in 
the heart of Denver’s westside, Youth On Record promotes 
empowerment through creative education. Youth On Record 
teaches in alternative and charter schools through the Denver 
area that serve underrepresented and misrepresented students. 
Between courses offered in Denver Public Schools and youth 
media studio programming, Youth On Record serves over a 
thousand students each year. Course themes include Music 
Fundamentals, Social Solutions, Spoken Word, Hip-Hop 
History, Hip-Hop Lyricism, and Music Production.

Youth on Record partner artist Kimberly Ming will join  
youth from Youth On Record’s Fellowship program. Kimberly 
Ming is a writer, poet, vocalist, videographer and mother, 
who focuses her work on the rights of women, youth, and 
creative spaces. Youth On Record Fellows range in age from 
19-23. They are learning creative, professional, business, and 
advocacy skills in preparation for careers in Colorado  
creative industries.

Title of Performance: Youth On Record: Creative Soul
Youth On Record partner artist Kimberly Ming will lead Youth 
On Record Fellows in a performance that encompasses poetry, 
spoken word, hip-hop lyricism, and creative instrumentation.

Workshop: A Community Discussion on the Power of  
Creative Education
Youth On Record partner artist Kimberly Ming will facilitate a 
discussion between Youth On Record Fellows and workshop 
participants. We will offer an overview of Youth On Record 
programming, and Youth On Record fellows will share 
personal stories about how creative education has impacted 
their personal, academic and professional lives. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT PANEL 

Students in 6th through 8th grade will share their perspectives, 
experiences, and insight on a variety of topics. Participants 
will be interviewed by Dr. Connie Stewart. Questions asked 
will be generated around the focus of “What do you wish 
the adults in your life understood about you?” The goal of 
the panels is to encourage dialogue and reflection for adults 
working with youth. 



THURSDAY, JUNE 15

8:00–8:30 CHECK-IN AND COFFEE SERVICE

8:30–8:45 INTRODUCTION
Connie Stewart
Gunter Auditorium (Gunter 1720)

BREAK 15 MINUTES

9:00–10:30 High School Student Panel 
Gunter 1720

Keynote Workshop: The Art 
Room: Center for Innovation 
George Székely
Frasier 090 (Studio B)

BREAK 15 MINUTES

10:45–11:30 Revisiting 
INterCHANGE
Alison Myers
Guggenheim 
201

Mindful 
Reflections of 
Teachers
Todd Matia
Gunter 1150

Beethoven to 
Bassnectar: 
Modernizing 
the Music 
Classroom  
Kyle Jones 
Guggenheim 
001

TASK Party  
Veronica 
Markley 
Frasier 090 
(Studio B)

11:30–1:00 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN/ TASK Party Garden Theatre (Frasier 090)

1:00–2:00 Plenary: Pop Culture Classroom
Illya Kowalchuk 
Gunter 1720

BREAK 15 MINUTES

2:15–3:00 Student 
Connection: 
A Balancing 
Act Between 
Empathy and 
Expectation 
Will Ecker
Crabbe 206

Think, Imagine: 
Rocks and 
Charms 
Jesse Bott, 
Rachael 
Delaney, and  
Christy Loehr
Guggenheim 
201

Kid Culture 
Resource 
Packet 
CIAE Staff
Guggenheim 
001

Games and 
Kids 
Trevor Lovell
Gunter 2520

BREAK 15 MINUTES

3:15–4:00 Closing Performance: Kyle Jones: NerdyPianoPlyr
Frasier 090 (Studio B)



PLENARY SPEAKER: ILLYA KOWALCHUK
Plenary: Pop Culture Classroom 
Illya Kowalchuk, Education Director of Pop Culture 
Classroom and co-founder of Denver Comic Con, will hold a 
question and answer session with Dr. Connie Stewart. Topics 
will include: What are kids listening to, watching and playing? 
How does an adult keep up with the quickly changing pop 
culture world? How do we in the educational system teach 
active vs passive cultural consumption? How does pop culture 
provide opportunities for interdisciplinary learning? What 
does all of this mean for the classroom? Current comics, 
games (tabletop and video), movies, TV, online media, and 
music will all be topics for discussion.

Bio: Hailing from the suburban wilds of Long Island, Illya 
avoided schoolwork by playing outside, reading comics, and 
mastering video games. Despite his best efforts, Illya has been 
fortunate to teach middle school for a decade, be a stay-at-
home dad, and utilized his extensive experience with pop 
culture as a relational tool to co-found Pop Culture  
Classroom and Denver Comic Con. Currently, Illya designs 
and oversees educational programming in schools, events,  
and correctional institutions.

KEYNOTE PRESENTER: GEORGE SZÉKELY
Keynote Workshop: The Art Room: Center For Innovation 
Hands-on workshop describing the art room as a School’s 
Center for Innovation. Artworks that focus on making- 
building and designing with a focus on innovation and 
advancing futuristic thinking.

Bio: Dr. George Székely has been a pioneer in developing 
creative changes and methodologies for art teaching for thirty-
five years. His work has been formulated in books, journals, 
unique performance-style keynote presentations, and teaching 
demonstrations through his nationally initiated Adopt-a-
School projects. He was among the first art educators to 
emphasize the importance of children’s play in art making and 
to advocate the study of children’s home art as the foundation 
for school art practice.

Dr. Székely is a frequently invited guest speaker at national/
state/province-level art education meetings in the United 
Stated and Canada. A prolific painter, he has had twenty-six 
one-person shows in New York and throughout the United 
States and Europe. Since 1978, he has been Senior Professor 
of Art Education at the University of Kentucky and has served 
as Area Head and Director of Graduate Studies.
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KYLE JONES

Title of Performance: NerdyPianoPlyr
Explore a unique blend of jazz, Electronic Dance Music 
(EDM), and piano music fused together in a beautiful 
marriage of acoustic and electronic music.

Workshop: Beethoven to Bassnectar:  
Modernizing the Music Classroom 
Learn about how EDM has been integrated in a revolutionary 
way in the music classroom and explore ways that it can help 
visual learners in particular succeed. Using modern popular 
music to teach complex musical concepts and modernize 
music education to keep it relevant.

Bio: Kyle Jones is a pianist, teacher, and music producer from 
the Roaring Fork Valley who has challenged the norms of 
music education, focusing the lens on modern popular music 
and less on tradition. Using electronic dance music, or EDM, 
as a tool to teach complex musical concepts and skills, he has 
created larger and more diverse student interest in music.
Kyle has played piano for 24 years and began composing 
music at the age of 10, including writing music for his 
middle school band, high school choir, winning many local 
and national awards. After graduating from the University 
of Northern Colorado with a degree in music education, he 
taught middle school choir, and was musical director for 
musicals at the community and school levels. He currently 
teaches guitar/ukulele, instrumental music, and digital music 
at Aspen High School.

WORKSHOP PRESENTERS AND ARTISTS
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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT PANEL 

Students in 9th through 12th grade will share their 
perspectives, experiences, and insight on a variety of topics. 
Participants will be interviewed by Dr. Connie Stewart. 
Questions asked will be exploring academic and relational 
experience of high school students. The goal of the panels  
is to encourage dialogue and reflection for adults working 
with youth. 

Workshop: Kid Culture Resource Packet
In this session the CIAE staff will share resources around 
the big ideas and themes of the Kid Culture Institute. These 
resources can be used to plan and supplement your classroom 
curricula. The full 2017 resource packet can be found on the 
flash drive you received at check-in.

Bios: 
Dr. Connie Stewart is a Visual Arts Professor at the 
University of Northern Colorado and the Director of the 
Center for Integrated Arts Education. CIAE is a research-based 
collaboration promoting arts education and contemporary 
integrative arts practices within the curriculum of Colorado 
public schools.  Dr. Stewart is the area head of Art Education 
and teaches graduate and undergraduate art education classes.

Olivia Davies is a senior at the University of Northern 
Colorado double majoring in Painting and Art Education. For 
the past year, she has been working as a gallery assistant at the 
Mariani Gallery and as Project Coordinator for the Center for 
Integrated Arts Education. She has exhibited her work both 
locally and regionally, and is the recipient of the 2016 College 
of Performing and Visual Arts Southard Award. 

Lindsay Latva is a graduate from the School of Art and 
Design at the University of Northern Colorado. She 
received her Master’s Degree in May 2017 focusing on how 
environmental space affects our relationships to the creative 
process. She received her BA in Art Education from the 
University of Northern Colorado in 2008 and has taught 
middle school art for seven years.

CIAE STAFF



THURSDAY, JUNE 15

TREVOR LOVELL
Workshop: Games and Kids
In an attempt to bridge the gap between adults who don’t 
play games and kids who do, this workshop will cover the 
phenomenon of games and the culture that surrounds them. 
It will also discuss how this knowledge can be useful when 
working with kids.

Bio: Trevor Lovell is a game designer and current University of 
Northern Colorado student. Originally a music performance 
major, he is now double-majoring in music with a liberal 
arts emphasis, and applied mathematical sciences with a 
computer science emphasis. As a designer, he specializes in 
puzzle game design and experimental game design. One of 
these experimental games was a finalist for the 2016 UNC 
Arts Innovation Award. Also in 2016, he and a partner won 
the UNC Spark Innovation Award with their music education 
program. Today, Trevor spends days working as a student/
musician and nights working as a game designer.

VERONICA MARKLEY
Workshop: TASK Party
This workshop will explore the endless possibilities of what a 
TASK Party entails and how it can engage your communities. 
During this presentation, Veronica will share resources and 
successes of planning and facilitating a TASK Party. We invite 
all to attend the Kid Culture TASK Party, which directly 
follows this workshop during the lunch break.

Bio: Veronica was raised in Kansas and graduated from Kansas 
Wesleyan University with a B.A. in Art Education. She had the 
pleasure of opening a new school at Union Colony Elementary 
and has enjoyed building relationships with the students and 
community. She just completed her tenth year of teaching 
elementary art. Currently, she is pursuing a Master of Art & 
Design at the University of Northern Colorado.



ALISON MYERS
Workshop: Revisiting INterCHANGE
This workshop is for attendees of last year’s CIAE Institute, 
INterCHANGE: Arts in Contemporary and Traditional 
Culture. The focus of this workshop will be to refl ect on 
the ideas proposed at INterCHANGE both personally and 
professionally. Specifi c conversations about how the Institute 
impacted teaching practice will be included. 

Bio: Alison Myers has earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology and Art Education, as well as a Master’s degree in 
Fine Art from the University of Northern Colorado. She has 
been teaching in Greeley/Evans School District 6 as a visual 
arts teacher for the last 12 years.

TODD MATIA
Workshop: Mindful Refl ections of Teachers
This workshop will focus on the culture of today’s youth, 
and how we as educators can best support their learning by 
creating a healthy structure and being intentional about our 
responses. It is important to understand that each student 
has a unique story that impacts the way that they are able to 
engage learning. We will discuss having a healthy perspective 
(how we see them), having healthy interactions (setting 
proper boundaries), and providing proper support (how we 
help them).

Bio: Todd Matia has merged the worlds of industry and 
education. Along with starting his own online math support 
company, he has been recognized for teaching engineering 
and design on a national level in both high school and 
university. For the past 16 years, Todd has been involved 
in program and curriculum development, creating STEM 
partnerships, and building sustainable networks that enable 
students to live to their full potential. Todd has also founded 
the Colorado Engineering Festival that attracts over 1000 high 
school and middle school attendees to learn about the fi eld of 
engineering in a fun and creative environment.




