
Colorado Clarinet Day Artist Bios

Pam Diaz

Pam Diaz is the Applied Clarinet Instructor, Clarinet Choir Director, and member of the Faculty
Woodwind Quintet at Colorado State University-Pueblo. She performs with the Pueblo
Symphony Orchestra, the Rocky Mountain Wind Symphony, the Underground Clarinet Quartet
and has also performed at Colorado Clarinet Day and ClarinetFest 2019. Pam had the
opportunity to give masterclasses and perform at the Sichuan Conservatory of Music in
Chengdu, China. She graduated from the Interlochen Arts Academy, and received her music
degrees from Northwestern University and the University of Michigan. Her principal teachers
have included Burt Hara, Fred Ormand, Russell Dagon, Clark Brody, Robert Marcellus and
Frank Kowalsky.
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Wesley Ferreria

With a charismatic blend of technical flair, polish, and grace, Portuguese-Canadian clarinetist
Wesley Ferreira draws in audiences with his unabashed joy and passion for storytelling through
music. Equally at ease performing the masterworks as well as contemporary repertoire, he has
been praised by critics for his “beautiful tone” and “technical prowess” (The Clarinet Journal) as
well as his “remarkable sensitivity” (CAML Review). Fanfare Magazine notes, Ferreira is “clearly
a major talent.” Wesley leads an active and diverse career performing worldwide as soloist,
orchestral and chamber musician, and as an engaging adjudicator, and clinician. He aims to live
a life inspired by artistic and personal growth and to positively influence those around him. It
comes as no surprise, then, his earned reputation as a skilled, dedicated, and imaginative
educator. Certainly, his innovative teaching methods and outreach are acclaimed, including the
development of the breath support training program for musicians, Air Revelation. Through
knowledgeable instruction that integrates pedagogy, psychology, and philosophy, Wesley
develops self-confidence in his students, empowering and mentoring them towards the
achievement of career goals and unlocking their potential to become expressive, committed,
and fearless performers in their own right. His teaching philosophy focuses on the whole human
being, working to integrate musician - human - artist. As a recording artist, with ten albums to his
credit including the 2013 East Coast Music Awards winner - Classical Recording of the Year,
and 2015 International Portuguese Music Awards winner in the Instrumental Category, he
continues what he describes as his "fruitful exploration of the recording art form." Wesley has
recently released Into the Green featuring solo works for clarinet and electronics and the debut
album of his clarinet and guitar duo Jâca is set for release in Fall 2022. Wesley is the Artistic
Director of the ClarinetFest® 2023 conference, a major event celebrating the 50th Anniversary
of the International Clarinet Association, being held in Westminster, Colorado. Undoubtedly,
Wesley’s commitment to collaboration and advancing his field is further demonstrated when he
was tapped by Selmer Paris in 2017 to be a lead consultant and team-developer on a new line
of clarinets. In October 2021, the Muse professional clarinet was released to critical acclaim,
and Wesley could not be more proud. Wesley received his advanced musical training at the
University of Western Ontario (B.M) and Arizona State University (M.M. and D.M.A) studying

http://www.airrevelation.com/
http://www.jacamusic.com/
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with Robert Riseling and Robert Spring, respectively. His industry endorsements include
positions on the performing artist rosters of Selmer Paris and Vandoren. Wesley performs
exclusively on Selmer Muse clarinets, and Vandoren BD4 mouthpiece, V21 reeds, and gold M/O
ligature. To learn more, visit: www.wesleyferreira.com

Lauren Jacobson

Praised by the Washington Post for her radiant tone, clarinetist Lauren Jacobson is in demand
as a soloist, recitalist, chamber musician, ensemble musician and consultant domestically and
abroad. A versatile career has encompassed national and international engagements including
four years with The President's Own United States Marine Band in Washington, D.C., the
Kennedy Center Opera Orchestra, Baltimore Chamber Orchestra, Rochester Philharmonic,
Colorado Symphony and the Verge Ensemble in Washington, D.C. Lauren has toured
extensively as a chamber musician with Vortex (woodwind quintet) and IndigoTwo
(clarinet-piano duo), and has performed and taught as a chamber musician and soloist in Asia,
Latin America, Europe and Canada.

Her work as Professor of Clarinet at the University of Northern Colorado and master class
appearances at institutions including the Eastman School of Music, Northwestern University,
Indiana University, Rice University, Boston University Tanglewood Institute, Vanderbilt
University, Vianden Festival in Luxembourg, and the Colorado College Music Festival allow

http://www.wesleyferreira.com/


3

Lauren to lean in to mentoring students on courageous artistry and creative and systematic
practice. Lauren holds a Doctorate in Musical Arts from the Eastman School of Music.

In addition to traditional performance and teaching work, Lauren’s creative work integrates
musical performance with visual art, storytelling, and scientific research. Contributors have
included non-profit founders, national grant recipients, conductors, musicians, writers and
storytellers. Lauren curates musical responses, both programmed and improvised, to visual Art,
innovatively engaging audiences, and music and science projects integrate research with live
musical performance through story, photo, and video to connect people with important work in
areas such as environmental conservation, equity, and global warming. Outside of music, you
may find Lauren trail running in big mountains, traveling in pursuit of good food, digging in the
hard-packed Colorado clay soil of her veggie garden, or snuggling her two young children.

Andrew Koeppe

The Akropolis Reed Quintet’s bass clarinetist and an Ann Arbor, MI native, Andrew Koeppe
majored in clarinet at the University of Michigan and studied with Chad Burrow, Deborah
Chodacki, and Monica Kaenzig. Andrew can be heard on two University of Michigan Symphony
Band albums, including interactions with acclaimed soloists Nancy Ambrose King and Adam
Unsworth, as well as the premiere of William Bolcom’s Symphony for Band. He was the featured
clarinet soloist in Bolcom’s band orchestration of “Graceful Ghost Rag” on the University of
Michigan Symphony Band CD release, Artifacts. He has also performed with the Final Fantasy
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Symphony in Ann Arbor and with New Music Detroit, performing Annie Gosfield’s Detroit
Industry at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

Andrew also attended the Buffet-Crampon USA Clarinet Academy in Jacksonville, FL in 2009
where he studied with clarinetists Eugene Mondie, Dan Gilbert, Andre Moisan, and Ixi Chen. In
2009 he played principal clarinet and bass clarinet in a small orchestral ensemble of select
University of Michigan students in a weeklong multimedia workshop and final performance of
Ask Your Mama with composer Laura Carpman, curator Jessye Norman, and conductor George
Manahan. This new work later premiered at Carnegie Hall.

Andrew enjoys teaching a large and exuberant studio of clarinet and bass clarinet players in
Ann Arbor, MI.

Kari Landry

Kari Landry is a Backun Artist and clarinetist of the Akropolis Reed Quintet, as well as the
Marketing and Development Manager of Akropolis’ 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. She
manages the organization’s branding, marketing, web design, advertising, social media,
fundraising, and more. Since 2016, Kari has been an intermediate lecturer at the University of
Michigan School of Music, Theater, and Dance where she teaches music entrepreneurship
courses.
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For six years, Kari served as the Marketing & Programs Manager for the Ann Arbor Summer
Festival, a month-long arts and music festival that presents over 175 free concerts and events.
She oversaw the organization’s annual $100,000 marketing budget, created its digital and print
content, managed press and advertising efforts, and programmed over 50 artistic, educational,
and community events. While working in Ann Arbor, Kari received a Michigan EMMY for best
historical documentary for her work on A Space for Music, A Seat for Everyone, showcasing 100
Years of University Musical Society Performances in Hill Auditorium. She has also been an
intern at The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C.

Kari received her bachelor’s and master’s degrees in clarinet performance from the University of
Michigan, studying with Cleveland Orchestra clarinetist Dan Gilbert. Committed to increasing
arts access within communities, Kari earned an additional Masters Degree in Arts Administration
from Eastern Michigan University.

Kari attended the Aspen Music Festival for two summers during college and was the E-flat
clarinetist in the University of Michigan Symphony Band’s 2011 tour to China, performing in “The
Giant Egg” National Centre for the Performing Arts in Beijing and Disney Concert Hall in Los
Angeles. Kari owes her musical success to her instructors Dan Gilbert, Chad Burrow, Ted Oien,
and Suzy Dennis-Bratton.

Lee Livengood
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Lee Livengood is currently clarinetist and bass clarinetist in the Utah Symphony Orchestra and
a Past-President of the International Clarinet Association. During the 2021-22 academic year he
was also Associate Faculty in Clarinet at Utah State University. He performs regularly on the
Intermezzo, Nova, and Park City Beethoven Chamber Music Series, and at the Grand Teton
Music Festival. His teachers include Stanley Hasty, Mitchell Lurie, Michael Webster, and George
Silfies. He has been a member of the Savannah Symphony, Tulsa Philharmonic, Fresno
Philharmonic, and the Santa Barbara Chamber Orchestra. In addition to his work as a
performer, Mr. Livengood is well known as a mouthpiece maker and refacer, with clients around
the world. When not performing in the Utah Symphony or making clarinet mouthpieces, Lee
enjoys time outdoors with his family, roasting and drinking great coffee, and playing the electric
bass.

Abby Raymond

A native of upstate New York, clarinetist Abby Raymond holds the position of
Second/E-flat/Assistant Principal Clarinet with the Colorado Symphony. Previously, Abby was a
member of the Tucson Symphony Orchestra, the Colorado Springs Symphony Orchestra, and
the Philharmonic Orchestra of Santiago, Chile.
Abby Raymond holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the New England Conservatory of Music
where she studied with Harold Wright, Stanley Hasty and Thomas Martin, and began graduate
studies at Rice University and Boston University. Abby teaches clarinet at the Metropolitan State
University of Denver.



7

Daniel Silver

Praised by the Washington Post for his “sense of freedom and extraordinary control” clarinetist
Daniel Silver is active as a soloist, chamber musician, orchestral performer, clinician and
teacher. He has served as principal clarinet of the Baltimore Opera Orchestra, the Washington
Chamber Symphony (Kennedy Center) and the National Gallery Orchestra. From 1980 to 1987
he was the principal clarinet of the Hong Kong Philharmonic, appearing often as a concerto
soloist. From 1988-2000 he was a member of the Contemporary Music Forum of Washington
D.C. in residence at the Corcoran Gallery, taking part in premiere performances of many works
by noted composers.

Mr. Silver has performed with the Baltimore Symphony and the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra,
including Carnegie Hall concerts with David Zinman and Lorin Maazel. He has been a concerto
soloist with the Washington Chamber Symphony, The National Chamber Orchestra, the
Roanoke Symphony and others. He has played under many of the leading conductors of recent
decades, including Seiji Ozawa, Leonard Bernstein and Andre Previn. His festival credits
include Tanglewood and Aspen and he now spends his summers at the Interlochen Arts Camp,
where he has been a faculty member since 1991. In recent seasons he has performed in
Europe and Asia, as well as having been a featured performer on National Public Radios
"Performance Today" for domestic concerts. He has recorded for Marco Polo, Naxos and CRI.

A graduate of Northwestern University and the University of Michigan, his teachers have
included Thomas Peterson, Robert Marcellus and Deborah Chodacki. Mr. Silver has taught
previously at the Chinese University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong Academy for the
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Performing Arts, Towson University (MD), and the Baltimore School for the Arts. In demand as a
clinician and adjudicator, he has served on panels in the United States, Asia and Australia.

Jason Shafer

Jason Shafer joined the Colorado Symphony as Principal Clarinet at the start of the 2013-2014
season. Previously, he performed for four years as a fellow with the New World Symphony in
Miami Beach, FL. He received his Bachelor of Music with Highest Distinction from the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester, NY, where he studied with Kenneth Grant. His other major
musical influences include Mark Nuccio, Burt Hara, and Dr. Kyle Coughlin.

Jason has appeared in guest principal roles with the Philadelphia Orchestra and the Cincinnati
Symphony; he is also Principal Clarinet at the Sun Valley Music Festival, where he has been a
regular member since 2012. Always looking for opportunities to travel, he has performed abroad
in Austria, Estonia, and Russia. Jason has collaborated in chamber music performances with
many distinguished musicians, including Yefim Bronfman, Jessye Norman, Jeremy Denk, and
Laura Aikin; as a concerto soloist, he has performed with the Colorado Symphony, the Sun
Valley Music Festival, the New World Symphony, and the Eastman Philharmonia, among others.

He is passionate about teaching and is on the faculty of the University of Northern Colorado and
the International Festival-Institute at Round Top; he also taught at the Metropolitan State
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University of Denver from 2015-2016. In addition, Jason studied piano during his time at
Eastman, and loves to accompany other musicians.

Jason can be contacted at JShafer@coloradosymphony.org.

Daryll Stevens

Daryll Stevens has been Clarinet Instructor at Colorado College since 1980. An active chamber
and solo musician, she has performed with the Colorado Springs Symphony, Colorado Opera
Festival, Opera Theater of the Rockies, and the Colorado College Summer Music Festival. She
is a member of the Underground Clarinet quartet and the Rocky Mountain Wind Symphony and
has also performed at Colorado Clarinet Day and ClarinetFest 2019. Daryll received her M.F.A.
from the University of California at Los Angeles. Her teachers have included Gary Gray, Mitchell
Lurie, and Franklin Sabin. Following the completion of her master’s in library science, she
continues to explore her interest in music as Music Librarian of the college’s Seay Library of
Music and the Colorado Vocal Arts Ensemble. Daryll maintains an active private studio.

mailto:JShafer@coloradosymphony.org

