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What? Why? When?
● What is the Praxis?

○ Test designed to assess a beginning music teachers knowledge

● Why do you have to take the praxis?
○ Required for mus414, edse130, and student teaching

● When do you have to take the Praxis?
○ Before senior year
○ It is recommended  to take it sometime during your junior year
○ Do not wait until the last minute!!

■  It may take up to or longer than 2 weeks to receive test scores
■ You have to wait at least 21 days before being able to retake the test



How do you register and pay?
● Make an ETS Praxis account

○ https://www.ets.org/portal/site/iserpraxis/menuitem.1b7fdbe6788d618e6c41265a7beb1509

● Register for Praxis test 
○ https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/

● Find a testing center near you
○ Closest to UNC is Front Range and CSU

● Will pay at the end of registration
○ Cost is $120.00
○ Optional practice test is $19.95

● Accomodations 
○ https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/disabilities/

https://www.ets.org/portal/site/iserpraxis/menuitem.1b7fdbe6788d618e6c41265a7beb1509
https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/
https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/disabilities/






















What is the format? 
● Computer test
● 120 multiple-choice questions
● 150 minutes with a break in-between 
● Listening section (Section 1)
● Non-listening section (Section 2)
● Score is a scale of 100-200

○ A MINIMUM SCORE OF 156 IS REQUIRED TO PASS



Example 
Question



What can I expect at the testing center?
● Need a valid form of ID, admission ticket, and a mask!
● Picture will be taken

○  Glasses and mask will be asked to be removed

● All materials will be provided to you (pencils, paper, headphones, etc)
○ You will be required to store any and all items you brought in a provided locker

● Prohibited materials
○ Jewelry (except wedding and engagement rings)
○ Phone and any technology (including watches)

● Clothing accessories (including hair accessories, neck ties, bow ties, hats, 
scarves, jackets, outerwear, etc) may be subject to inspection 

● Show up 30-60 minutes early!
● You will be monitored through camera while testing



What do I study? - An Overview
● Music History and Literature (~15%)
● Theory and Composition (~16%)
● Performance (~22%)
● Pedagogy, Professional Issues, and Technology (~47%) 



What do I study? - Listening Section
● Music History and Literature

○ You may be asked to identify:
■ Time period
■ Place of composition
■ Composer
■ Genre
■ Performer

● World Music
○ You may be asked to identify:

■ Country or origin
■ Genre
■ Instrument

● Theory, Composition, + Performance
○ You may be asked to identify:

■ Errors
■ Pitch or rhythm inaccuracies
■ Chord progression
■ Voice type or instrument
■ Texture (homophonic, monophonic, ect)
■ Form



What do I study? Non-Listening History + Lit
● You should know the following from every time period:

○ Composers
○ Performers
○ Characteristics of compositions
○ Examples of compositions
○ Defining ensembles

● You should be able to identify the following about World Music:
○ Instruments and where they are from (koto from Japan, ect)
○ Ensembles and where they come from (gamelan music from Indonesia, ect)
○ Genres and where they come from (Polish mazurka, ect)



What do I study? Non-Listening Theory + Comp
● Must be literate in treble clef, alto clef, bass clef, and tenor clef
● Transposition between clef and key signature
● Figured bass, part writing rules, chord progressions
● Instrumental and vocal ranges 
● Vocabulary (tempo markings, expressive markings, ect)
● Score reading and analysis 



What do I study? Performance and Pedagogy
● Strings

○ Care of string instruments and materials
○ Fingerings, playing technique
○ American String Teacher Association (ASTA)

● Band
○ Care of band instruments and materials
○ Transposition, fingerings, playing technique 
○ Colorado Bandmasters Association (CBA)

● Choir
○ Voice parts and production
○ Vocal techniques: lifting palatte
○ American Choral Directors Association (ACDA)



What do I study? Pedagogy and Professional Issues
● 2020 Colorado Music Content Standards 

○ Expression of Music, Creation of Music, Theory of Music, Aesthetic Valuation of Music

● National Association for Music Education (NAfME)
● Pedagogues

○ Suzuki, Dalcroze, Kodaly, Orff, Gordon, Weikart, ect

● Assessments
○ Standardized, formative, summative, rubrics, grading, ect

● Know how and what to teach to every grade
● Copyright rules!

○ 1976 copyright act

● Confidentiality
● Inclusion, modifications, and accomodations



What do I study? Non-Listening Technology
● Types of microphones

○ Ie, cardioid, hypercardioid, omnidirectional, shotgun, ect

● Musical Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI)
● Digital Audio Workstation (DAW)
● Hardware
● Software

○ Music notational software: Finale, Musescore, Noteflight, Sibelius



Study Tips from Former Test Takers

● Use flashcards so you can study while moving
● Take advantage of the practice Praxis exam
● Use Quizlet!
● Read over the Study Companion (linked in resources slide)
● Save notes, books, powerpoints, ect from classes every semester

○ Keep these safe and organized by class

● Study by topic and time period
● Study in different environments
● Study Groups!



Test Day Tips
● Maintain your normal routine

○ Ie. If you eat breakfast, don’t skip it. 

● Carpool with a friend
● Don’t be afraid to sing, stand, talk aloud, or move during the test
● Leave everything in your car!

○ pencils, paper, phones, watches, ect

● Wear comfortable clothes
● Drink some water and get some sleep!
● Stay positive and realistic! (don’t put yourself down!)



What now?
● Score report

○ Available 10-16 days after you take the test
○ Results will be emailed to you once available

● How to access score report
○ Email
○ My Praxis Account 

● How to read the score report



Links for Important Resources
● To make an account

○ https://www.ets.org/portal/site/iserpraxis/menuitem.1b7fdbe6788d618e6c41265a7beb1509

● Register for Praxis test 
○ https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/

● Prep materials and exam registration
○ https://www.ets.org/praxis/prepare/materials/5113

● Accomodations
○ https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/disabilities/

● FAQs 
○ https://www.ets.org/praxis/faq_test_takers/

https://www.ets.org/portal/site/iserpraxis/menuitem.1b7fdbe6788d618e6c41265a7beb1509
https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/
https://www.ets.org/praxis/prepare/materials/5113
https://www.ets.org/praxis/register/disabilities/
https://www.ets.org/praxis/faq_test_takers/


Links for Important Resources
● Official Study Guide

○ https://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/5113.pdf

● Quizlets for Praxis
○ https://quizlet.com/subject/praxis-5113/

● Colorado Music Content Standards
○ https://www.cde.state.co.us/coarts/2020cas-mu-p12

● ASTA
○ https://www.astastrings.org/

● CBA
○ https://www.coloradobandmasters.org/

https://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/5113.pdf
https://quizlet.com/subject/praxis-5113/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coarts/2020cas-mu-p12
https://www.astastrings.org/
https://www.coloradobandmasters.org/


Questions?



Good Luck!


