University of Northern Colorado 2024-2025
Ensemble Auditions
(Percussion)

Snare Drum

S. Prokofiev — Symphony No. 5 in B-flat Major
1. Movement Il, Reh. 37 — Reh. 40
2. Movement IV., Reh. 111 — end

Marimba

R. Sierra — Alegria
1. M.M. 52-68 [4-Mallets Recommended]
2. M.M. 112-118

Timpani
Roll — soft to loud to soft on the largest drum
L. Bernstein — Overture to Candide

1. Piu Mosso — 2 before M. 260

Accessories
P. Tchaikovsky — Symphony No. 4 in F Major, Op. 36
1. Movement IV, 2 after M. 270 — end

Sight Reading
1. Snare Drum
Marimba

Warm up using exercises that are similar to the music.

Practice with a metronome — timing is key!

Work on isolating the hands (practicing RH only, and then LH only).
Sight Read music on snare drum and mallets daily.
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Listen to MANY recordings of these pieces where applicable. It will give you the

right perspective on the music, especially on dynamics/dynamic contrast,

muffling, style, and more!

6. Record yourself and listen back (listen for timing, accuracy, sound quality, and

musicality)

7. Practice the audition. Simulate playing the above sequence of music, in addition

to isolating each section.



Snare Drum

1. S. Prokofiev — Symphony No. 5 in B-flat Major

Movement I, Reh. 37 — Reh. 40
Tempo: Quarter Note = 148 bpm

Reference Recording: https://youtu.be/TBycRS5RY8A?si=vgOJz5ifvDypkJ7Z&t=205

Notes
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Make all the grace notes open, clear and legible.
Recommended Sticking for the 4-Stroke Ruffs is as follows:
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2. S. Prokofiev — Symphony No. 5 in B-flat Major

Movement IV, Reh. 111 — end
Tempo: Half Note = 76bpm (or Quarter Note = 152bpm)
Reference Recording: https://youtu.be/OFQw-utyxw4?si=8byMCsLmn7evIjMS&t=158

Notes
e Tie all the rolls at Reh. 113 — end.
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Marimba

1. R. Sierra — Alegria

M.M. 52-67; 112-117

Tempo: Dotted Quarter Note = 115 bpm
Reference Recording: https://youtu.be/pgVILTOKFTQ?si=HMMjUkO7UiovDo4d&t=55

Notes
e 4-Mallets are recommended for measures 52-67.
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2. R. Sierra — Alegria

M.M. 112-117
Tempo: Dotted Quarter Note = 115 bpm
Reference Recording: https://youtu.be/paVILTOKFTQ?si=OnklazfargaxxjgQ&t=118
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Timpani

1. Roll — soft to loud to soft on the largest drum
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2. L. Bernstein — Overture to Candide

Piu Mosso — 2 before M. 260
Tempo: Whole Note = 92 bpm (or Half Note = 184 bpm)
Reference Recording: https://youtu.be/OLL7g3GQ4eM?si=[XlczaXzeGBfKEKI&t=233

Notes
e Tuning on the top 3 drums is recommended.
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Cymbals
1. P. Tchaikovsky — Symphony No. 4 in F Major

Movement IV, 2 after M. 270 — end
Tempo: Quarter Note = 170 bpm
Reference Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gNDke39-nho
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